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THE PUBLIC LIBRARY: A COMMUNITY WORKSHOP 
ILA-ILTA DISTRICT MEETINGS — 1954 


Programs on this year’s theme of adult 
education could be as varied as the topic 
itself, but assuredly most interesting and 
helpful to those who attended. The hard- 
working committees deserve a great deal 
of credit for their careful planning, and 


our appreciation for the countless hours 


spent in making arrangements. As 
committee member reported: ““We had a 
lot of fun working together. We wouldn't 


one 


want to do it again in a hurry, but cer- 
tainly planning meetings isn’t as hard as 
it first appeared to be.” 

Altogether, more than 600 persons at- 
tended the six meetings this spring, with 
Districts I and II the top in attendance, 
about 140 at each district. 


District 1 

At LaPorte, Frank Whitmore, 
Chicago, was chairman of a panel on 
“Working Programs for Adults.’ Other 
members of the panel were: Mrs. Samuel 
Berg, trustee, Lake County; Mrs. Albert 
Quivey, Lowell; Mrs. Leon Philon, li- 
brary patron, LaPorte; and Roger Fran- 
cis, South Bend. In addition, Herman 
Henkle, the John Crerar 
Library in Chicago, spoke on “Business 
and Technical Services in the Small Li- 
brary.” George Curtis, host librarian at 
LaPorte, invited several of the guests to 


East 


director of 


an interview on a local radio program that 
morning. 
The 


meeting 


for the 1955 
Mrs. James 
Briggs, trustee, Crown Point; vice-chair- 
man, Katherine Croxall, South Bend; 
secretary, Mrs. Alta Griffith, Walkerton. 


District Il 


committee elected 


are: chairman, 


At Goshen, District I] experimented 
This 
proved very successful, an excellent idea 
to welcome those who had 


with a pre-meeting coffee hour. 
arisen early 
and had traveled many miles after a hasty 
breakfast. Marie Stouder, Librarian at 


Goshen Public Library, was hostess for 
the meeting. 

At the morning session, Donald Landis, 
trustee, Goshen, spoke on “Adult Educa- 
tion in the Armed Forces,” and Mrs. 
Martha Jones, Wabash High School, re- 
In the after- 
noon, Mrs. Agnes West, Gary, gave a 


viewed several new books. 


demonstration of a pre-school story hour. 
Margaret Rufsvold, Division of Library 
Science at IU, presented “Nine Points 
of Adult Education,” followed by a panel 
on “The Library’s Challenge in the Com- 
Harley Mishawaka, 
Was moderator; speakers were: Lucile 
Williams, Kendalville; Mrs. L. M. Rus- 
sell, Elkhart, and Mrs. R. C. 
Munson, patron, Goshen. 
New officers elected 
Clara Sturgis, Bluffton; 
Carl Luginbill, trustee, Berne; secretary, 
Mrs. Justine B. Stalcup, Kendallville. 


munity.” Spencer, 


trustee, 
are: chairman, 
vice-chairman, 


District III 

Mrs. Evea Sanders, Librarian, Rock- 
ville, was hostess for the meeting of Dis- 
trict II] at Turkey Run State Park. The 
“The Public 
Community Workshop’ was moderated 
by Margaret Pierson, State Library. 
Members of the panel were: Helen Bar- 
Indianapolis; Alice Trueblood, 
Mrs. Mortimer Lewis, 
trustee, Newport; Mrs. Jenerva Knoll, 
trustee and teacher, Greencastle; Donald 
Baker, Department of English, Wabash 
College; and Lloyd Josselyn, Lafayette. 

‘The committee for 1955 are: chairman, 
Mrs. 
chairman, 
Clinton; 
Crawfordsville. 


District IV 
Members of the panel discussing the 
195+ district meeting theme at New 


discussion on Library: a 


ron, 
Crawfordsville; 


Newport; vice- 
Stultz, 
Alice ‘Trueblood, 


y Hawkins, 
Mrs. Pearl 


secretary, 


Amney 
trustee, 


(Continued on Page 7) 








KNOW YOUR 


In ILA circles one frequently hears 
“that began as a project of the Action 
Committee’ or “this new manual prepared 
the Action Committee.” 

The terms under which this joint com- 


mittee of ILA and IL TA was organized 


by 


may suggest the reason for its name. A 
Planning Committee had been in opera- 


tion during the war and early post-war 


vears, studying means of developing li- 


brary service in Indiana. In 1948 it was 
decided that the time had come when 
planning should be turned into action, 
and the first members of the Library Ac- 
tion Committee (its full name, by the 


way) were appointed that year. College, 


school, special, and public libraries are 
all represented on the committee. 
Increasing public library service 
throughout the state has been one of 
their projects. During the first year, a 
manual for library board members was 


prepared, assembling information on the 
duties ot 
This handbook, Jndiana Library Trustees’ 


and services library trustees. 
Own AMeanual, has since been distributed 
to library boards throughout the state and 
to new trustees as they have been elected. 

This winter, in cooperation with the 
Extension Division of the State Library, 
the Action Committee pubiished another 
manual, To the County Line. Necessary 
legal steps in securing library service on 
a county-wide basis are presented, along 
with sample legal forms and mention of 
pitfalls to be avoided, as a general guide 
to civic groups interested in promoting 


public library service in their communities. 


This book was printed by the Public 
Library of Fort Wayne and Allen Coun- 
ty as a service to libraries in Indiana. 


Copies are available from the Extension 
Division of the Indiana State Library. 
One copy will be sent free on request to 
Indiana libraries. Duplicate copies for 
staff and board 
For sale outside the state, the price is 
$1.00. 


members are 50 cents. 


ASSOCIATION 


Presenting librarianship as a profession 
to vocational conferences in high school 


and colleges of the state was another im- 


portant activity. A subcommittee on Re- 
cruiting was appointed by the Action 
Committee in 1949, The importance of 


I LA project 
separate 
1951. A 


recruiting activities throughout 


recruiting as a continuing 


Was soon apparent, and com- 
mittee was appointed in 
book of 
the state was awarded a citation and $100 
from Field Enterprises, at the ALA mid- 


Winter meeting in 1952, 


scrap- 


The arrangement for group health and 
hospitalization insurance now available to 
ILA members through Blue Cross is one 
more project originated by the Action 
Committee. 

A directory of Hoosier Librarians was 
compiled in 1952, in addition to a hand- 
book on gifts to libraries. 
the 
might wish to sponsor library projects and 
the type of gifts and services which they 
might offer, 


ment and programs, such 


This suggested 


various local organizations which 


mentioning special equip- 
as audio-visual 
services, which require a large initial out- 
lay impossible for many library budgets. 

Promoting the observance of Library 
Week, in cooperation with the State Li- 
brary, has been a continuing program of 
this Action Committee. 

Currently their chief activity, again in 
cooperation with the State Library and 
the State Department of Public Instruc- 
tion, has been a study of cooperation be- 
tween the school and public library. 

The Library Action Committee is apt- 
ly named. In the coming years ILA and 
ILTA may expect from their joint com- 
mittee many varied and successful pro- 
grams for developing and maintaining a 
high level of service in Indiana libraries. 


Each year at the state conference, ILA 
honors a trustee for outstanding service 
libraries in Indiana. 
tions for this Trustee Citation may be 
made by any member of ILA. In making 
the award, the committee takes into con- 


to Recommenda- 


sideration state library activities as well 
as service to the local library. 

Your recommendation of a trustee for 
this award may be sent to any member of 
the Trustee Citation Committee, Velma 
Bright, Akron; Frances Parker, Jasper; 
and Mrs. Chilson Bishop, Marion, chair- 
man, 


A reminder—that life membership in 
ILA is still a bargain, at $25. Vo date 
there are seventeen ILA members enjoying 
the privileges of dues paid for a lifetime 
and the knowledge that their life mem- 
bership fees are invested in a permanent 
endowment fund the of the 


for work 


Association. 


FOLLETT LIBRARY 
BOUND BOOKS 


Send for our 


catalog and 


lists of many 


other specialties. 


UNITEXT — LANDMARK BOOKS 
PREPRIMERS — FLAT PICTURE BOOKS 
BOY SCOUT MERIT BADGE SERIES 
HUNDREDS OF OTHER SPECIALTIES 


Our Indiana representative will be 
calling on you soon. 


Wilcox & Follett Co. 


125 S. Wabash Ave. - Chicago 5, Illinois 





LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE REPORTS 
At the of the ILA-ILTA 


Legislative Committee on April 9, there 
was considerable discussion on the bond- 


meeting 


ing power of libraries according to the 
1947 


raise funds for new buildings through 


law. Indiana libraries wishing to 
the issue of bonds have been handicapped. 
Although the 1947 law made provision 
for issuing such bonds, Ross, McCord, 
Miller, the 


which passes on most of the Indiana bond 


Ice, and Indiana law firm 
issues, are of the opinion that a judgment 
by an Indiana court is necessary to estab- 
lish the legality of the issue of bonds by 
District. 

One of two lines of action might be 
pursued. The first is to obtain a declara- 
While this is the easier 
way, it is less satisfactory because it tends 
to limit the action to one particular case. 


a Library 


tory judgment. 


It does not establish a precedent for ruling. 

The second procedure is to begin an 
actual bond issue which then is contested 
by a citizen friendly to the library. With 
this second method, the objections can be 
made broad enough that once the case 
is actually decided in the courts, it very 
probably will cover all succeeding cases. 

Last fall at the ILA-ILTA meeting, 
the Gary Public Library expressed its 
willingness to be a party to such a suit, 
provided funds could be secured to help 
the 
mittee then appointed a subcommittee, to 
study the problem. 


meet costs. The Legislative Com- 
This subcommittee, 
with Caroline Dunn as chairman, met on 
May 7. The Gary Public Library con- 
sented to proceed with tentative plans for 
the suit, and the committee agreed to in- 
vestigate sources and means of raising 
at least $3,000, which it was estimated 
would meet a fair share of the costs. 
Ross, McCord, Ice and Miller agreed 
to cooperate with the Gary Public Library 
in planning the suit so that it might be 
determined whether libraries operating 
under the 1947 Act have the power, 
which is provided therein, to issue bonds. 








NEWS: LIBRARY SERVICES IN INDIANA 


blossomed in 
East 
Chicago, patrons continued their custom 


Springtime decorations 


Indiana libraries, as always. In 
cf bringing decorated eggs for display on 
the egg tree at the public library. In 
Huntington, a local artist decorated the 
with hand-painted glass 
eggs. At Mishawaka, 


s 


library’s “‘tree’’ 
“blown” 
Alice 


sponsored a 


and 

Bettie 
brarian, 
Book Character eggs, prepared by children 


children’s li- 
Story 


Scherzinger, 
display of 


in the community. 

Each fall and spring, the Hobart Pub- 
lic Library, part of the Gary-Lake Coun- 
ty system, features a ten week series of 
story) hours for pre-school children. The 
parents, who are asked to accompany their 
children, are encouraged to participate in 
the program of stories, records, finger- 
plays, and other games. This community 


service seems to be very much appreciated. 


SERVING 


Indiana Libraries 


In book and 

sai oo 
eer CERTIFIED 
conservation LIBRARY BINDERY 


and binding. 


SAVING 


in circulation cost. 





Since 1893” 


NATIONAL LIBRARY BINDERY 
COMPANY OF INDIANA, INC. 


546 S. Meridian St. - Indianapolis 25 





The importance of the special library 
to business and industry was the topic of 
a recent meeting of the Indiana Chapter 
of the Special 


Guests at the meeting were executives of 


Libraries Association. 
Indianapolis business firms which do not 
have company libraries. 

The president of a local advertising 
agency spoke on the advantages to his or- 
ganization of maintaining a corporation 
library under the direction of a trained 
Nevin Raber, head of the Busi- 
Library 


librarian. 
department, Indianapolis 
Public Library, spoke on ‘““Vhe Relation- 


ship 


ness 


between Special Departments of 
Public Libraries and the Corporation Li- 
brary,’ mentioning the materials which 
the public library can provide and those 
which the 


easily accessible for its own needs. 


company library should have 

After the formal portion of the meet- 
ing, the guests examined the exhibits of 
the types of material which a business man 
could expect to find in his company  li- 
brary. “hese displays were prepared by 
committees representing private industry 
and public libraries and were arranged 
according to subject matter. 

Comment from one of the librarians 
attending expresses the general opinion of 
this program: “This meeting brought to 
the attention of the twenty-five or thirty 
executives present the importance of the 
special library to business and industry. 
It also pointed up the cooperation between 
the librarians belonging to SLA and in ad- 
dition, the cooperation of the public li- 
these established special li- 


brary with 


braries.”’ 

The Bluffton-Wells County Public Li- 
brary announces a gift of ten long-playing 
Kiwanis Club 
and a record-player given to the library 
by the Panhellenic Council. Clara Stur- 


records presented by the 


gis, Librarian, plans a series of musical 
listening programs to inaugurate this new 


service. (Continued on Page 8) 


NEWS: PERSONNEL IN INDIANA LIBRARIES 


Oliver C. Dunn has been named assist- 
ant director, Purdue University Libraries. 
He came to Purdue 1953 from the 
staff of the California Institute of “ech- 
nology and was an active member of the 
California Library Association. 


in 


Miss Bernice Appleton, Kansas City, 
has been appointed Librarian at the Roose- 
velt Branch in Gary. 


Mrs. Jean Walker, formerly assistant 
reference librarian, is now librarian of the 
new Wildermuth Branch at Gary. This 
new building, which was opened to the 
public on March 12, is named in honor 
of one of Gary’s leading citizens, Judge 
Ora Wildermuth, for many years presi- 
dent of the Gary Public Library Board. 


RECORD HOLDERS 


for 


7, 10 and 12-inch records 
are now stocked in 
GREEN ond TAN 


Pressboard Covers 


All styles are available 


for prompt shipment 


Indiana Representative 
MR. MILTON P. PARK 


805 Carver Boulevard 
Toledo 7, Ohio 


GAYLORD BROS., Inc. 


Library Supplies 
SYRACUSE, NEW YORK 
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Joseph Viviano, A-V specialist at Gary 
Public Library since the department was 
opened in 1949, resigned December 15 to 
accept a position in the New York Pub- 
lic Library. Mrs. Joyce Stewart, assistant 
in the popular library at Gary, has taken 
his place. 


One of the most interesting sessions at 
the meeting of the Indiana State Associa- 
tion for Adult Education in Indianapolis 
on May 7 and 8 was ‘The Swap Shop.” 
Fourteen different types of adult educa- 
tion described by their 


programs were 


leaders, throughout 
the state. 


librarians ; 


representing groups 


Among them were four Indi- 
Mary T. 


ville Public Library, spoke on * 


ana Howe, Evans- 
The Pro- 
gram Planners Institute’; Lewis Naylor, 
Muncie, on their “Register and Vote” 


campaign; Ruth Sibley, Gary, on “The 


Library as a Clearing House for Adult 
Education”; and Lucile Williams, Ken- 
dallville, on “A Waiting List for Dis- 


cussion Groups. 


A LOYAL FRIEND IS DEAD 


Members of ILA join the 
Hammond Public Library in mourning 
the death, on April 28, of James A. How- 
ard, for twenty-five years chief librarian 
Under Mr. Howard's able 
leadership the Hammond Public Library 
the 
His concern for all civic af- 


of 


statt 


at Hammond. 


increased the scope of its service. to 
community. 
fairs made him a respected citizen, whose 
counsels will be missed. 

ILA is grateful for his competent and 
contribution to its work, 
1933, 


Librarians and trustees in 


generous as 


president in and on many com- 


Dis- 
remember his kindness as host to 


mittees. 
trict I 
their meeting at Hammond in May, 1953. 

Our 


friend and colleague. 


Association has lost a devoted 








Circulation area—informally treated —takes advantage of 
excellent light for catalog, reference and reading areas. 


Topeka Selects Library Bureau 
Equipment for New Building 


Library Bureau’s Planning 
Service gave technical help 
to both the Librarian and 
the Architects of the Public 
Library of Topeka, Kansas. 
The authorities feel well re- 
paid for their confidence in 
placing this responsibility in 
Library Bureau hands. The 


equipment for every room 





and department makes this 
an outstanding achievement Informal reading area...record shelving alcove in background. 
in informal and functional 

appointments. 





1535 N. Meridan St., Indianapolis 2, Ind. 
1117 S. Clinton St., Fort Wayne 2, Ind. 
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(Continued from Page 1) 

Castle were: Lewis Naylor, Muncie, 
moderator; Frank M. Cory, Superin- 
tendent of Schools, Hagerstown; T. D. 
Eddington, trustee, New Castle; Mrs. 
W. G. Smith, Spiceland; Mrs. Eva 
Hiatt, Dublin; Mrs. Harriett Bard, 
Richmend; and Mrs. Russell Fleming, 
library patron, New Castle. The after- 
noon session was devoted largely to small 
group discussions. “Insurance Problems 
of Libraries’’ was arranged for chief li- 
brarians and trustees. Katherine Croxall, 
South Bend, gave a demonstration of li- 
brary work with pre-school children. 
Irene Mason, State Library, spoke to an- 
other group on ‘“Vhe Challenge of Li- 
brary Work for the Library Assistant.” 
Mrs. Susanna B. Wood, Librarian, New 
Castle-Henry County, was hostess for the 
meeting. 

The committee for the meeting next 
spring are: chairman, Mrs. Hazel Bun- 
nell, Hagerstown; vice-chairman, Au- 
drey Haworth, Noblesville; secretary, 


Dr. C. C. Keffer, trustee, Union City. 


District V 

The panel at Bloomington represented 
several varied points of view. Among 
them were: Mrs. Alta White, trustee, 
Worthington; Mrs. Ruth Bourne, Spen- 
cer; Mrs. Mary Howe, head of Extension 
at Evansville Public Library; Dwight 
Morris, from the 1U-Purdue Community 
Services in Adult Education; Vance 


Lockhart, field Educational Representa- 


tive for Farm Bureau Cooperatives; Mrs. 










LIBRARY BOOK BINDERS 


Book Binders for 


Five Generations 


VALTERS & SONS 
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Mend torn pages without using paste. 


Ralph Fuchs, citizen, Bloomington. Still- 
man ‘Taylor, Terre Haute, was moderator. 

In the afternoon smaller groups met to 
discuss the morning program and to pool 
their experiences in adult education ac- 
tivities. 

Newly elected officers are: chairman, 
Stillman ‘Vaylor, ‘Verre Haute; vice- 
chairman, Mrs. Alta White, trustee, 
Worthington; secretary, Mrs. Hazel Lett, 
Washington. 

District V1 

At the morning © session, Paulin 
O’Melia, of the Division of Library 
Science at 1U, spoke on “Adult Education 
as it applies to Public Libraries.” Follow- 
ing this, Mrs. Kathryn Nicholas, Scotts- 
burg; Mrs. Harold Cotton, trustee, Madi- 
son; and Mrs. James Doyle, library pa- 
tron, New Albany, discussed the district 
meeting topic. In the afternoon, as in 
District V, separate groups met to dis- 
cuss the ideas presented by the panel in 
relation to their own special fields of en- 
deavor, whether as trustee, small library, 
or school library. After a talk by Julie 
LeClere Knox on the history of Vevay 
and Switzerland County, the entire party 
adjourned for a coftee hour at the home 
ef Miss Evelyn Craig, trustee, Switzer- 
land County Public Library. 

Officers for 1955 are: chairman, Mary 
Louise Fitton, Hanover College; vice- 
chairman, Robert Brokamp, trustee, Bates- 
ville; secretary, Margaret Dixon, Madi- 


son. 


Serving Libraries in 
the Middle West 
for Forty Years 


Use Permafilm. Send for sample. 
















(Continued from Page 4) 

The Sullivan Public Library, Mrs. 
Imma Kennedy, Librarian, organized a 
special reading program for children be- 
tween Book Week and Valentine’s Day. 
The climax was a movie party for every 
child who had read eleven books in that 
three month period. “(wo hundred and 
sixty-five children attended the party, 
sponsored by the Library Trustees with 
the cooperation of the local theater. 


Beech Grove Public Library has_ re- 
cently moved into a spacious new build- 
ing. John Moriarty, Director, Purdue 
University Libraries, and ILA president 
in 1953, was the speaker at the dedica- 
tion ceremonies on April 25. The build- 
ing, otf Indiana limestone, includes an 
auditorium for meetings of community 
Helen Hurst ts acting librarian. 


groups. 


Mishawaka Harley 
Spencer, Librarian, has prepared a three- 
page booklet, “Map the Future.”’ This 
list of books on retirement and retirement 


Public Library, 


problems has been distributed to local 
business firms as well as to patrons at the 
litrary. 


At Evansville, the Public Library is 
sponsoring a new radio program, ‘The 


Jeffersonian Heritage,’ on the local sta- 
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Be sure to see the new 1954 Edition. 
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tion. It consists of thirteen one-half hour 
dramatizations of the iraportant ideas and 
contributions of ‘Thomas Jefferson. “The 
program, originally produced by the Fund 
tor Adult Education, is available by disc 
transcription from the National Associa- 
tion of Educational Broadcasters. A set 
of the records is available for home use, as 
well as a printed version of the scripts. 


ROUND TABLE REPORT 


A committee from the Round Table for 
Children’s and Young People’s Librarians 
is preparing a bibliography of adult books, 
published within the last two years, which 
may be used in teen-age collections. Write 
to one of the members of the committee if 
you would like to have a copy of the list, 
or if you would be interested in joining 
the Round Table. Members of the com- 
mittee are: Margarita Corbaci, South 
Bend; Jean Walker, Gary; Marjorie 
Sohl, Hammond; and Dorothy Lawson, 
Indianapolis. 


L. S. EXTENSION COURSE 


On Tuesday, February 2, twenty-one 


students attended the first session of 1.U.’s 
first extension course in Library Science. 
The course, “Library Materials for Chil- 
dren and Adolescents,” is taught in In- 
dianapolis by Miss Pauline O’ Melia, as- 
sistant professor in the Division of Li- 
brary Science at Indiana University. 

A statewide series of extension courses 
in Library Science has been operated for 
several years by the University of IlIli- 
nois. This program is described in the 
Library Journal, November 15, 1953, by 
Miss Viola James, extension instructor. It 
is to be hoped that this extension course 
in Library Science in Indianapolis will 
prove successful and become the first step 
in the development of an I.U. extension 
program for librarians in many areas of 
the state. 
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